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Agenda   
MESH   Learning   Collabora�ve   Mee�ng   1   

October   28,   2021   
  

  

  

TIME   (CT)   AGENDA   ITEM   

12:00   pm   Opening   and   Introduc�ons   
● Welcome-    Rochelle   Davis,   CEO,   Healthy   Schools   Campaign   (HSC)   
● Logis�cs   and   introduc�ons   

12:10   pm   Team   Introduc�ons,   Part   1   
● Addison,   CPS,   District   230,   Granite   City   

12:25   pm   Message   from   State   Leaders   
● Illinois   Department   of   Healthcare   and   Family   Services-    Julie   Hamos   
● Illinois   State   Board   of   Educa�on   

12:35   pm   MESH   Learning   Collabora�ve   Overview   
  

The   Opportunity   
Alex   Mays,   Senior   Na�onal   Program   Director,   HSC   

1:00   pm   Team   Introduc�ons,   Part   2   
● Huntley,   Indian   Prairie,   Kenneyville,   Wheeling   

  

Break   

1:25   pm     Panel   Presenta�on:   Learning   from   Early   Implementers   
Moderator:   Alex   Mays,   Senior   Na�onal   Program   Director,   HSC   
Panelists:   
● Margie   Bobe,   Los   Angeles   Unified   School   District   
● Julie   Wilkin,   Jeffco   Public   Schools   
● Steve   Berg,   Macomb   Independent   School   District   

2:05   pm   Ge�ng   Started   
● Engage   
● Assess   

2:20   pm   Team   Breakout   Time   
● Teams   work   on   district   needs   assessment   

2:55   pm     Closing   
● Reflec�on-    Rochelle   Davis,   CEO,   HSC   
● Next   steps   
● Mee�ng   feedback   form   

3:00   pm   Adjourn   



  
  

October   26,   2021   
  

Dear   Par�cipants:   
  

On   behalf   of   Healthy   Schools   Campaign   (HSC),   we   would   like   to   welcome   you   to   the   Medicaid   
Expansion   for   School   Health   (MESH)   Learning   Collabora�ve.   We   applaud   you   for   recognizing   this   
important   opportunity   for   mee�ng   the   physical   and   mental   health   needs   of   your   students   and   
look   forward   to   working   with   you   to   expand   school-based   health   services   in   your   district.    
  

In   2014,   the   reversal   of   the   free   care   policy   at   the   federal   level   created   tremendous   poten�al   for   
school   districts   to   use   Medicaid   funds   to   support   and   enhance   the   delivery   of   school   health   
services.   HSC   has   worked   extensively   at   the   na�onal,   state,   and   district   levels   to   support   the   
development   of   policies,   strategies,   and   systems   for   transla�ng   this   change   into   prac�ce.   With   
the   implementa�on   of   Illinois’   Medicaid   State   Plan   Amendment,   districts   in   Illinois   will   be   able   
to   leverage   significant   funds   to   provide   services   such   as   comprehensive   health   screenings,   
chronic   condi�on   management,   and   mental   health   supports.   We   are   thrilled   to   have   you   join   us   
in   leading   this   change   and   look   forward   to   collabora�ng   with   you   in   the   development   of   
innova�ve   ways   to   leverage   school   Medicaid   reimbursement   to   improve   the   health   of   Illinois   
children.    
  

This   packet   includes   an   announcement   from   the   Illinois   Department   of   Healthcare   and   Family   
Services   about   the   Medicaid   expansion   as   well   as   links   to   several   brief   background   readings   and   
our   project   websites.   Please   take   the   �me   to   review.   We   have   also   provided   contact   informa�on   
for   our   project   team   and   for   your   fellow   school   district   teams.   We   hope   you   will   not   hesitate   to   
contact   us   with   any   ques�ons   or   feedback.    
  

We   look   forward   to   beginning   this   journey   together.   Your   par�cipa�on   will   not   only   benefit   the   
students   in   your   district,   but   will   help   guide   the   way   for   other   districts   throughout   the   
state. Thank   you   for   your   leadership   and   for   commi�ng   your   �me   and   energy   to   this   work.   
Again,   welcome   to   the   MESH   Learning   Collabora�ve!    
  

Warmly,   
  

Rochelle   Davis Laura   DeS�gter   
President   and   CEO Project   Director,   MESH   Learning   Collabora�ve   
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ANNOUNCING: 

EXPANDED MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS PROVIDING  
PHYSICAL AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES FOR STUDENTS 

October 2021 
 

BACKGROUND OF SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH SERVICES (SBHS) 

Historically, Medicaid only paid for health services included in an IEP/IFSP of a student enrolled 
in Medicaid. A change in federal CMS policy provides an opportunity to expand reimbursement 
for school-based health services for ALL Medicaid-enrolled students. Illinois is moving ahead to 
implement this change. 

The SBHS program is administered by the IL Department of Healthcare and Family Services 
(HFS) with assistance from PCG and offers two distinct Medicaid reimbursement programs for 
school districts (Local Education Agencies or LEAs):  Fee-for-Service and Administrative 
Claiming. HFS and ISBE have organized a Joint Workgroup with LEAs, professional associations, 
and other stakeholders to guide this effort. A document called a State Plan Amendment (SPA) 
has been submitted to federal CMS, which must approve this change.  Once it is approved, it 
will have a retroactive effective date of July 1, 2021. 

PHASE I OF EXPANDED FEE-FOR-SERVICES CLAIMING 

Effective immediately, school-based practitioners who have been submitting claims for physical 
and behavioral health services for special education students through an IEP/IFSP are able to 
provide those services for students in the general population without an IEP/IFSP.  The 
following are the requirements for this expanded Medicaid claiming: 

• All current school-based licensed and qualified practitioners already involved in 
Medicaid claiming will be included during Phase I. Specialized transportation is the only 
service that can continue to be claimed ONLY for special education students. 

• The following services and practitioners are being added: Applied Behavioral Analysis 
services, Orientation and Mobility services, and psychological services provided by 
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselors and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapists. 
However, their services cannot be billed until after the SPA is approved and HFS 
Provider Notice is issued EVEN services for students with an IEP/IFSP. 

• A one-time parental consent will be required for Medicaid-enrolled students in the 
general population who will receive physical and behavioral health services.  A new form 
has been drafted by ISBE for LEAs to use. 
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• The need for services must be documented as “medically necessary” in an individual 
health plan, which may be an IEP/IFSP, OR a doctor’s order, OR a 504 Plan, OR any other 
plan that meets the criteria below. 

• Services must be documented in service logs, clinical notes, attendance records, or any 
other relevant documentation.   

• While practitioners should document services for the expanded population of general 
education students, NO claims can be submitted for services being provided or 
retroactive to July 1, 2021, until the SPA has been approved and HFS has issued a 
Provider Notice.  

Requirements for an individual health plan.  There is no one-size-fits-all template for an 
individual health plan since it should be consistent with the individual practitioner’s licensing 
body’s standards of practice.  However, the individual health plan must include: 

• Scope, frequency and duration of the service, including unit of frequency (such as 2x30 
minutes/week or 3x45 minutes/month) and start and end dates for the service to be 
provided; 

• Clinical rationale/justification for the service(s), following standards of clinical practice 
for each clinical discipline. At a minimum, this should be 1-2 sentences that describe 
why the service is medically necessary to treat the medical (physical or behavioral 
health) issue(s); and 

• Authorization by a physician or the licensed practitioner of the healing arts.  

Telehealth. The current Medicaid rules that were instituted during the pandemic will continue 
to allow for audio-only or video communication between the healthcare practitioner and the 
student.   

The “originating site” of the student can be in a wide range of facilities, including in the 
student’s place of residence or other temporary location within or outside the state of Illinois. A 
physician or other licensed health care professional is not required to be present with the 
student during the provision of services at the originating site.  

A “distant site” refers to the location of the healthcare practitioner providing the telehealth 
services. The practitioner may do so without any geographic or facility restrictions for the 
services delivered via telehealth. 

PHASE II 

After the SPA is approved, there may be additional changes to the current service array that can 
be claimed as a Medicaid service. There also will be a new Cost Settlement methodology that 
will reimburse each LEA for the true/complete costs of providing services to Medicaid-enrolled 
students in both the general and the special education populations.   

If you have questions or comments, please contact HFS.SBHS@illinois.gov. 

mailto:HFS.SBHS@illinois.gov


  

MESH   Project   Resources   
  

Prior   to   our   first   mee�ng,   we   encourage   you   to   review   the   following   resources:   
● MESH   webpages   
● Private   webpages    for   MESH   Learning   Collabora�ve   par�cipants     

○ Please   bookmark   this   page   for   future   reference.   We   will   use   this   site   
to   share   materials   for   trainings,   project   updates,   and   other   resources.  
Check   back   regularly   for   updates.   

● Illinois   school   Medicaid   brief   
● Fact   sheet   on   Illinois   expansion   of   school-based   Medicaid   
● Medicaid   101   for   School   Superintendents   

  

  

  

http://meshillinois.org/
http://meshillinoisteams.org/
https://healthyschoolscampaign.org/resources/single/how-illinois-can-leverage-medicaid-funds-to-expand-school-health-services/
https://healthyschoolscampaign.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Illinois-Public-Notice-on-School-Medicaid-Background-1.pdf
https://healthyschoolscampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Medicaid-101-for-School-Superintendents.pdf


Project   Contacts   
  

  
Laura   DeS�gter,   MPH    (primary   contact)   
Project   Director,   MESH   Learning   Collabora�ve   
laura@healthyschoolscampaign.org   
847/337-6173   

  
  

  
  

Alex   Mays   
Senior   Na�onal   Program   Director   
alex@healthyschoolscampaign.org   
415/254-0604   

  
  
  

  
  
  

Stephanie   Palmisciano   
Senior   Administra�ve   Manager   
stephanie@healthyschoolscampaign.org   
312/334-1530   

  
  

  
  
  
Rosa   Ramirez   Richter   
Director   of   Chicago   Programs   and   Policy   
rosa@healthyschoolscampaign.org     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Rochelle   Davis   
President   and   CEO   
rochelle@healthyschoolscampaign.org     

mailto:laura@healthyschoolscampaign.org
mailto:alex@healthyschoolscampaign.org
mailto:stephanie@healthyschoolscampaign.org
mailto:rosa@healthyschoolscampaign.org
mailto:rochelle@healthyschoolscampaign.org


MESH Collaborative Contact List

10/26/2021

Cohort 1 - School District Contacts
*Team Leads bolded at top*

First Last Credentials Title Email Team Role

Addison School District #4
Jen Bonnema Director of Business Services jbonnema@asd4.org Finance/billing representative

Janet Diaz Director of Special Education jdiaz@asd4.org
School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative; Special education representative

Tim Keeley Chief School Business Official tkeeley@asd4.org District administration representative

Chicago Public Schools
Priscilla Chan Medicaid Operations Analyst pchan@cps.edu Additional team member
Norma Melgoza Director of Related Service Providers namelgoza@cps.edu Special education representative

Tashunda Shelton-Green Director of School Nursing tlgreenshelton@cps.edu
School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative

Zenja Vaughn Medicaid Compliance Manager zdvaughn@cps.edu Finance/billing representative
Kate Yager Director of Medicaid kayager@cps.edu District administration representative

Consolidated High School District 230
Lisa Shulman MAED Director Of Student Services lshulman@d230.org Special education representative
Laurel Degonia Assistant to Director of Student Services ldegonia@d230.org Other
Kim Dryier PHD Assistant Superintendent for Student Services kdryier@d230.org District administration representative

Teri Shiley RN School Nurse tshiley@d230.org
School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative

Tera Wagner CSBO Director of Finance twagner@d230.org Finance/billing representative

Granite City CUSD #9

Jeanne Burke
Bsn Rn Pel 
Csn School Nurse jeanne.burke@gcsd9.net

School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative

David Keel Director of Operations david.keel@gcsd9.net Additional team member:
Chris McCullough Supervisor of Food Service chris.mccullough@gcsd9.net Additional team member:
Zack Suhre Director of Finance zack.suhre@gcsd9.net District administration representative
Micki Watkins Director of Special Education micki.watkins@gcsd9.net Special education representative
Tracy Whitecotton Finance tracy.whitecotton@gcsd9.net Finance/billing representative

Huntley Community School District 158

Mark Altmayer CFO maltmayer@district158.org
School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative; District administration representative

Darleen Hoffmann Special Education Finance Specialist dhoffmann@district158.org Special education representative
Deb Salm Director of Finance dsalm@district158.org Finance/billing representative

Indian Prairie School District 204
Sharon Wiertelak Business Revenue and Grant Specialist sharon_wiertelak@ipsd.org District administration representative

Dawn Forkner
Social 
Worker Social Emotional Learning and Wellness Coordinator dawn_forkner@ipsd.org

School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative

Kim Miller Ed.D. Director of Student Services kimberly_miller@ipsd.org Finance/billing representative
Christina Sepiol Ed.D./JD Assistant Superintendent for Student Services christina_sepiol@ipsd.org Special education representative
Adrian Talley Ed.D. Superintendent adrian_talley@ipsd.org

Keeneyville School District #20
Colleenn Flores Director of Student Services cflores@esd20.org Special education representative

Carrie Fogarty Director of Teaching and Learning cfogarty@esd20.org
School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative

Julie Relihan Director of Communications & Community Relations jrelihan@esd20.org District administration representative
Reiley Straub CSBO Director of Finance rstraub@esd20.org Finance/billing representative

Wheeling Community Consolidated School District 21

Kim Cline
Assistant Superintendent of Support Services and School 
Safety kim.cline@ccsd21.org Special education representative

Olivia Aguado Community Health Liaison olivia.aguado@ccsd21.org
School health services, behavioral health, and/or school wellness 
representative

Micheal DeBartolo Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Operations micheal.debartolo@ccsd21.org District administration representative
Melissa Morgese Director of Business Services melissa.morgese@ccsd21.org Finance/billing representative

Julie Jilek
Assistant Superintendent - Northwest Suburban Special 
Education Organization jjilek@nsseo.org Special Education Representative
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