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How Medicaid Cuts Will Harm
Students & Schools

Nationwide survey of school district leaders points to reductions in health
services and staff and increased taxes if Congress cuts Medicaid

Medicaid is the fourth largest federal funding source for K-12 schools, supporting over $7.5
billion of school-based health services every year.

If Congress cuts Medicaid, states — and school districts — will receive less funding. This will
force states and local communities to increase taxes and reduce or eliminate various
programs and services, including non-Medicaid services.

Given that a strong school Medicaid program relies on a strong federal Medicaid program,
Healthy Schools Campaign and its partners asked school district leaders, including
superintendents, school business officials and other school health and administrative staff, to
assess how reductions in federal financing would affect school health services, student
resources and district funding. A total of 1,440 responses were collected from all 50 states
and the District of Columbia.

Key Findings
How school districts use Medicaid funds:

e 86% of respondents said their district uses Medicaid funds to support salaries for school
health staff and personnel such as school nurses, school psychologists, occupational and
physical therapists and speech-language pathologists

¢ 59% use Medicaid funds for mental and behavioral health services

e 46% use Medicaid funds for assistive technology and specialized equipment for students
with disabilities

45% of respondents are from rural school districts, where more children are
covered by Medicaid and schools play an outsize role in providing healthcare.

How Medicaid cuts would affect school health services and staff:
e 80% of respondents expect reductions and layoffs of school health staff and personnel
e 70% expect reductions to mental and behavioral health services
e 62% expect a reduction in resources, including assistive equipment and technology for
students with disabilities

90% of respondents anticipate that Medicaid cuts would lead to reductions
across their district’s budget, outside of school health services.



Survey respondents overwhelmingly reported that Medicaid cuts would have a
significant impact on their district budget. Overall, 73% of respondents said that school
health staff and services would be reduced in three or more of the following areas.

‘ 80% ‘ 70% ‘ 62% ‘ 58%

Specialized Mental and Resources, including Prevention and early
instructional support behavioral health assistive equipment intervention services
personnel services and technology

56% 47% ' 29%

Care coordination Physical health Medicaid outreach
and referral services services and enrollment

“Due to the remote area we serve, our students have little to no access to medical
services other than those provided in schools. Loss of Medicaid funding would
severely hamper our ability to support our students.”

—Superintendent, Rural District, Michigan

Negative Effects on Academic Reduced Preventive Care and
Outcomes and Attendance Reduced Availability of Care
“A reduction in mental health providers will “We need more Medicaid funding,
directly impact access of care for all not less. Preventive care in schools
students, reduced achievement, higher will make all the difference for
drop-out rates, risk of court involvement, our community.”

and higher risk of suicide and self harm. _ Medicaid Coordinator, Kansas

— School Psychologist, Michigan

Staff Burnout and Family Financial and
Reduced Quality of Services Emotional Strain
“We would not have the capacity to “Parents would be left scrambling to
support students with mental and physical ha}/e their child recei\./e related
health services and purchase supplies services. Undue hardship would be

needed to aid in education.” placed on school districts.”

— School Business Official, Pennsylvania —School Business Official, Texas

View the full report: bit.ly/school-medicaid-cuts
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