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Under the new Every Student Succeeds Act, states are now required to include chronic 
absenteeism on their state report cards. As a result, it is important to provide states and districts 
with guidance on how to implement effective solutions. That is why Healthy Schools Campaign 
has released a toolkit to assist school districts in understanding their student health needs, 
sharing best practices to address the most prevalent student health conditions and on how to 
build partnerships with others to support students, families and communities.  
 
Requiring schools to include chronic absenteeism in school reports is an important first step and 
a key opportunity to support student health, address chronic absenteeism and have a profound 
positive impact on children’s lifelong learning and health. This can only be achieved through 
strong partnerships and implementation of best practices like the ones we have outlined in our 
toolkit, available at https://healthyschoolscampaign.org/chronic-absenteeism/. 
 
 
ABOUT HEALTHY SCHOOLS CAMPAIGN 
Healthy Schools Campaign (HSC) is dedicated to making schools healthier places where all 
children can learn and thrive. HSC advocates for children to have access to nutritious school 
food, physical activity, school health resources, green schoolyards and clean air. HSC has a 
special focus on the wellness and environmental health issues affecting low-income students of 
color. Coming from a social justice perspective, we believe this focus is especially critical in light 
of the vast health disparities our nation faces. HSC facilitates collaboration among parents, 
teachers, principals, students and policymakers to help prepare this diverse group of 
stakeholders to lead change for healthier schools at the school, district, state and national 
levels. 
 


